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Playinﬁg to Win

Getting in the game while
others are on the
sidelines gives you a
great likelihood of
emerging as a winner.
Low mortgage rates and
attractive home prices make
now an advantageous time to
purchase your first house or
move up to a better place.

You can gain dramatic savings on
a residence which ideally suits your
current needs. But renters can anti-
cipate a steady upward march in what

their landlord charges
each month.
Rents have in-

creased by up to 30

percent over the last

decade, states research
firm CBRE Econometric Advisors.
Yet mortgage rates are near record
lows, and that’s “making a strong
case for buying a house in the United
States at this time,” adds CBRE.

I'll go over borrowing options

with you which don’t require large
down payments. You also can reduce

your housing costs by selecting an
adjustable-rate loan.

Adjustable mortgages offer
fixed payments for up to a decade,
providing you with considerable
savings. You may move before they
adjust, or have a higher income

then. Ask
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adjustable =
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Extra Happiness from Your Home

and colorful foliage in the fall.

hanging your landscaping to fit your lifestyle can give you more
enjoyment with less work. You can make a yard easier to
maintain with bulbs and other perennials,
rather than planting flower beds each spring.

Shrubs and vines also require less labor in order
to look great. Just be aware of how large new plants
will become before putting them in the ground.

Bushes don’t have to be boring, either. You can ¢
select shrubs which provide flowers in the spring ~ *(
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still available! W

Working with our homes to gain the most satis-
faction from them is important once we've been
living there for years. Homeowners who are
committed to their residence may find they can
benefit by refinancing their mortgage now.

Close to one-third of refinancing owners are
choosing a low-rate 15-year mortgage. “The 15-year fixed mortgage
is the cheapest relative to the 30-year loan that it’s ever
been,” explains Bloomberg News.

Even if theyre not certain how values will move in the future,
these homeowners are finding they can build equity with a 15-year loan.
Paying off your mortgage faster also can help you to retire debtAfree.

Contact me right away to discover how refinancing would fit
into your financial picture. Act now, while today’s low rates are

BEARS NOTING

ew options make it
harder for Ameri-

cans to choose how to
entertain themselves.
A recent Harris Poll shows
that more than half of us
also surf the Internet while
watching television.

At least two out of five
adults will read or go to a social
networking site when the TV
is on. Online shopping and
texting are performed by
more than one-fourth of
television viewers.

Just 14 percent of Americans
watching TV simply keep their
eyes glued to the screen, Harris
notes. Yet while it’s tempting,
multi-tasking on the couch
doesn’t sound very relaxing. ®
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Stronger Economy Ahead

(irowth will pick up as we enter fall, predict many
economists. America’s economy went through a
“soft patch” this spring, largely due to temporary issues.

Gasoline prices spiked after political
turmoil erupted in several oil-producing
nations. Natural disasters in Japan disrupted
business operations in companies which
source their supplies from that nation.

We can bounce back from such
isolated events, which typically cause
only momentary economic slowdowns.
“Expect slightly above-average economic growth
to continue in the second half of 2011 and into
2012,” states Beacon Economics in a recent commentary.

MORE JOBS

Beacon Economics expects the unemployment rate
to drop from nine percent this summer to under eight
percent by next fall. Hiring makes it possible for more
Americans to buy homes.

Concern about eroding
real estate values is over-
blown, Beacon adds.
Home prices fell faster
at the start of the

housing downturn than
they are now. In recent months, Beacon notes, home
price “declines have become trivially small.”

You can benefit by finding
out how purchasing today will
provide you with low monthly
payments for years. Call me
soon, and we’ll schedule a
time to go over today’s home
buying opportunities. B

Thought
for the Month

“The measure of success is not
whether you have a tough problem
to deal with, but whether it’s the
same problem you had last year.”

— John Foster Dulles

Our Housing Dreams

Arecent survey reveals
that almost 90

percent of Americans
say “homeownership
is an important part
of the American
dream,” reports The
New York Times. “A persistent belief endures
that the market will eventually improve and
housing will regain its traditional importance.”

Buying a home will enhance your daily life,
and give you a start towards a brighter future.
Owning makes sense for most Americans — both
emotionally and financially.

One of the persons surveyed noted that she used
to be a renter. But now she’s happy and secure as an
owner. “I just don’t like the idea of putting
money in someone else’s pocket for some-
thing that I will never own,” she explained.

Most Americans, it turns out, feel the same way.
Remember that my role is to help you reach
your housing goals.
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